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AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 844

OFFERED BY MR. ENGEL

Strike the preamble and insert the following:

Whereas HIV/AIDS has killed over 25,000,000 people world-
wide and poses a serious threat to the economic and po-
litical stability of the countries hit hardest by this terrible

epidemic;

Whereas the International AIDS Vacecine Initiative (IAVI)
was founded i 1996 as a public-private partnership with
a mission to ensure the development of safe, effective, ac-
cessible, preventive HIV/AIDS vaccines for use through-
out the world, with a particular focus on developing coun-

tries, where the need is most urgent;

Whereas the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative’s research
and policy programs have galvanized scientific efforts and
substantially increased financial and political support for

this vital effort;

Whereas since its founding, the International AIDS Vaccine
Initiative has advanced six vaccine candidates from con-
cept to clinical trials, targeting the subtypes of HIV ecir-
culating in the developing world—a record matched only

by one large pharmaceutical company;

Whereas ten years ago only a few developing countries had
participated in HIV/AIDS vaccine trials, but today sev-
eral countries in sub-Saharan Africa and Asia are ac-
tively participating in HIV/AIDS vaccine trials, a reflec-
tion of the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative’s activ-
iIsm and commitment to working collaboratively with de-

veloping country partners;
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Whereas the model of the International AIDS Vacecine Initia-

tive, which closely links clinical trial site investigators to
product developers, has resulted in the first HIV/AIDS
vaccine trials being conducted in Kenya, Rwanda, and

India, as well as trials in Uganda and South Africa;

Whereas the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative 1s a

founding member of the Global HIV/AIDS Vaccine En-
terprise, recognized by the G—8 as an important actor in
the quest for a vaccine; 1s an affiliated member of the
National Institutes of Health’s Partnership for AIDS
Vaccine Evaluation; and is hosting NIH trials at Inter-

national AIDS Vaccine Initiative sites in Africa;

Whereas the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative’s Core

Clinical Immunology Laboratory was the first Good Clin-
ical Laboratory Practices (GCLP) accredited laboratory
in the world to assess HIV/AIDS vaccines, and the Inter-
national AIDS Vaccine Initiative’s laboratory in Uganda

was the first to receive such accreditation in Africa; and

Whereas the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative estab-

lished a ground-breaking Neutralizing Antibody Consor-
tium to address one of the key scientific challenges to

vacceine design: Now, therefore, be it
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