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FRIEDMAN, ENGEL AGREE ON ENERGY SOLUTIONS

Prominent Times Columnists Lauds “Fuel Choices for American Security Act”

Washington, D.C.- New York Times Columnist Thomas Friedman has joined the growing list of supporters of the “Fuel Choices for American Security” legislation, sponsored by Rep. Eliot Engel (D-NY) and Rep. Jack Kingston (R-GA). In his op-ed dated February 3, 2006, Friedman elaborates on the necessity of breaking America’s “oil addiction through innovation and renewable technologies” and urges his readers to take action:

“One way is to write your senator and congressman and tell them to support the Vehicle and Fuel Choices for American Security Act. Already supported by key Republicans and Democrats, this draft bill aims to reduce oil consumption by 2.5 million barrels a day by 2015 and by 7 m.b.d. by 2025 — much more than the president's proposal. The bill offers ailing U.S. automakers loan guarantees and other incentives on the condition that they use the money to retool their assembly lines to sharply increase their production of flex-fuel cars, which run on any combination of alcohol and gasoline, as well as hybrid and plug-in hybrid cars and trucks.”

Congressman Engel responded to Friedman’s backing of the Fuel Choices bill, “I am pleased that Thomas Friedman is giving the New York Times readers a concrete plan of action. Fuel Choices for American Security is an opportunity to make realistic changes that will effect our nation’s oil addiction. By acquiring more supporters, this bill will have the legs it needs to get through Congress.”

The Fuel Choices for American Security Act establishes policies based on sound science, and provides market incentives to expand the fuel choices available to the consumer.   A version of the legislation has also been introduced in the United States Senate by Senators Lieberman (D-CT), Bayh (D-IN), Brownback (R-KS) and Coleman (R-MN).

“Achieving the goals set out in Fuel Choices for American Security will dramatically improve our national security, economic strength and environmental health.  We are reaching across party lines to achieve sound legislation that will benefit everyone. American producers, farmers, engineers, scientists, entrepreneurs and consumers have shown that they are ready to lead the world into an economy beyond oil.  The time to adopt these comprehensive policies is now, “concluded Congressman Engel. 

 

Congressman Engel is Co-Chair of the bipartisan House Energy and National Security Caucus and is a member of the Energy and Commerce Committee and International Relations Committee.
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