Congress of the United States
Weshington, BE 20515

September 20, 2006

The Honorable Michael Enzi The Honorable Edward Kennedy

Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Health, Education, Labor Senate Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions Committee and Pensions Committee

379A Russell Senate Office Building 317 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Joe Barton The Honorable John Dingell

Chairman - Ranking Member

House Energy and Commerce Committee House Energy and Commerce

2109 Rayburn House Office Building 2328 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairmen Enzi and Barton and Ranking Members Kennedy and Dingell:

As representatives of the state with the highest HIV/AIDS prevalence in the nation, we are
writing with regard to the reauthorization of the Ryan White CARE Act currently under
consideration. Together, with Governor Pataki, Mayor Bloomberg and representatives of the
New York State and New York City health departments, we have expressed concerns regarding
the proposed Ryan White bill many times over the last few months. As a result, many of those
concerns were addressed and we appreciate the bicameral bipartisan work to incorporate the
necessary changes. We do have remaining concerns however that create a significant barrier to
our ability to support this legislation.

As currently written, the proposed Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Modernization Act will
have a negative impact upon New Yorkers living with HIV and AIDS. New York State stands to
lose more than $78 million in Ryan White Title II funds over four years. In addition, the areas in
New York that receive Ryan White Title T funds face substantial cuts. For example, it is
estimated New York City stands to lose as much as $17 million in FY 2007. Long Island is likely
to see a reduction of almost half its award and Dutchess County is likely to become ineligible for
Title T funds during the authorization period. Our constituents living with HIV/AIDS in every
region of the state will be adversely affected -- from New York City to Western New York.

The potential losses to New York State under the proposed bill will result in reductions in
medications and services for persons living with HIV and AIDS throughout the state. We support
providing the funding necessary to areas in the country where case rates of HIV/AIDS are
increasing and where Ryan White funding is currently insufficient. Conversely we cannot
support a shifting in crucial Ryan White dollars away from New York to fund those shortfalls.
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We appreciate your efforts to meet the challenges associated with reauthorization of the CARE
Act. Without modifications to address our concerns, we stand united on behalf of New Yorkers
living with HIV/AIDS, our providers and advocates in opposition to this version of the

legislation.
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