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he destruction inflicted

by Hurricanes Fatrina

and Rita provided us a

glimpse of what could
happen to our nation in o major
oil-supply disruption. IL has
becn a jarving reminder of our
overreliance on ofl, in particular
foreizn oil. With this in mind, we
st strive Lo ensure continued
1.5, prosperity and security is
not averly dependent v the
availability of eil,

We once thought of bolstering
national security, cheap and
abundant energy, a clea: envi-
ronment and economic effi-
clency as separate and, ol times,
contradictory aims, Many held
believed penerating mere en-
ergy created more pollution,
and that cheap energy meant
depending on the Widdle Fast,

These boliefs nre vestiges of
the past, Today, it is simoly too
dangerous for the United
States to continue importing
inereasing nmouns of o from
nations that are unstable and
anti-American or thal have
aided lerrorists,

By paying billions of collars
Lo oil-rich nations, we crested an
addiction to oil while filling the
colfers of those who have un-
dermined our interests, or,
worse, have sought to destioy
the freedoms we hold denr.

Americn consumes abot one-
quarter of the warld's oil supply
but we have ouly 3 pervcent of
global oil rescrves, Thus, we
must import move than 60 per-
cent of the oil we use, and as our
country grows, so do our im-
ports. Since much of the world's
il is controlled by cotntries that
are unstable or have ties “o rad-
ical Islamists who foment anti-
LS. hatred, this dependency is a
matter of national security,

Foryears, oil-rich sheildidoms
of the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries have played
s lilee a fddle. "They raise outpuot
when we need a little move oil
and cut back when prices et oo
low. The cartel wants 1o keep
prices in the “sweel spot” so we
have no incentive 1o seek ather
forms of energy.

OPEC members for vears have
restrained their output and have
also failed to invest in nevw Facil-
ities to develop theiroil reserves.

OPELCS bios agoinst expanding
oil production has sowno the seeds
ol 4 serions enerpey shortage.

WVery hich oil prices arme nei-
ther in OPECY nor the il in-
dustey’s lonpg-term interest be-
cause they would stimulate
research and development of
allernalive energy sources,
They have tricd o squeeae the
maximum money from codn-
sumers without trigeering new
competitive energy forms thal
would undermine the oil mo-
napoly in the longer cun, Thow-
ever, they miscalculated the
magnitude of the recent vise in
demand  rom the  Asian
coollomics, especially Ching.
The resull has been huge price
Incresses i recenl yeors, Aner-
deans now pay nearly £3 poer gal-
len on average for asaling,

security
and oil dependence

Yet, our prablem is noet
rerely with the dangers of our
imported supply, Kateing aod
Rita have shown us our do-
mestic production fmeilities are
alsa at risle,

While the effect ol Fatrina
arwed Bitaon the fuel market will
be felt for many months, little
can be done in the near term.
But in the medium to long run,
it is critical we act expedi-
tiously to diversify our encrgy
sources, particularly of trans-
partation Tuel, beyond petro-
Tewm. Vehicles that can run on
allerpatives or that use gaso-
line more efficicntly must be
cnconraged.

Cutdated policies that only
exbend our national love affair
with oil must end, We have the
technology and the resourcos

to starl on the long
quest to diversity
Our energy sources
away Trom oil. Our
choices need not in-
clude higher prices,
diminished energy
gupplies or in-
ereased pollution,
A slreng pational
commitment th oil
savings would make
America o stronger
and more secure na-
tion. With decreased
relinnes on foreign
countries, LS, man-
ulneturers woild go
‘o work building the
most energy-effi-
cient ears in the
world, and Ameri-
can innovation
would design future
technologies,
In Congress, ‘we
have decided 1o join
topether and create
the bipartisan il
and Mational Secu-
rity Caueus. Our focus will b on
finding ways to ensure our nation
can decrease its dependenec on
oil amel utilize instead réncwable
resources to meet our cnetgy
needs. Indoing so, we canensure
the United States will continue 1o
prosper and remain seciiti,

Jirn Saxton, New Jersey Repub-
lican, is chairman of the House
of Representalives' Armed Ser-
vices Terrorism and Uncomeen-
fional Threats Subcommnittees
ciniel chairman of the Joint Eco.
nantic Committee, Eliot Frgel,
New York Democral, @5 o mein-
ber of the House Enerpy. and
Cormmerce Conuniltes aind vice
chairman of the Democrats’
Homeland Secuwrity Task Force,
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